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Seven umpires graduate...

“We need more good quality umpires, both women and men”, that was the message from the Executive
Board of the EHF and from then on the concept of some kind of intense programme of mentoring and
tutoring a small group of young, potential umpires was developed and the EuroHockey Umpires
Development Project (UDP) was born.

The task ahead was enormous; to identify such umpires the input of the Member Associations was
essential. It was also important that all the stakeholders (the umpires, the Member Associations, the EHF)
shared the costs so that each one would do their utmost to ensure full participation of the chosen
umpires.

The Executive Board then announced that the AzPetrol partnership had been established and as part of
this partnership, funds would be “ring-fenced” for the UDP as AzPetrol was very interested in being
associated with this project. Along with the co-operation of the Member Associations, the funding was
now in place.

The idea that each umpire would have a mentor, who would be available to them to discuss situations,
help prepare them for matches and tournaments and analyse the outcome of each match was a
necessary part of the jigsaw and the EHF was delighted when Ray O’Connor, Margaret Hunnaball and
Ermanno Silvano, offered their time and expertise.

And so the stage was set and the Member Associations were invited to nominate the umpires.

On the 4™May 2007 a group of young fresh faced umpires with great ambitions met in Terrassa,

Spain.......

It is a testament to all those involved that 7 of the initial group of 10 gathered at the EHL Round 1.2,
Paris on 24™ October 2009, to graduate!

UDP, REASONS FOR A SUCCESS....
We asked Mr. Jorge Alcover, Vice-president of the EHF and Chair of the Development Co-ordination
Committee, about what he believed underlined the success of UDP. He said “A great amount has been

said about the UDP within our hockey community, now when the first group is finishing, already three
years have passed, it is time to think why it has been successful.
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